HAYWARDS  HE^j^  U^AN  Ici&RAR 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  928  \ 

Population,  1921  5,091  ! 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  1,122  j 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  1,122  ) 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...£42,020 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate  ...  £175 

Census  Returns, 
1921. 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

j ] 925 

Population  estimated 
to  Middle  of  Year 

4,461 

5,000 

4,962 

4,988 

5,096 

5,110 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Population 

21.0 

17.2 

11.6 

12.0 

11.0 

10.0 

Deaths  under  One 
Year  per  1,000 
Births 

31.0 

23.0 

84.0 

0.0 

35.0 

46.0 

Total  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  

14.3 

1 

10.0  I 

15.0 

10.0 

11.0  | 

14.0 

Nett  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  

12.3 

9.0 

14.0 

10.0 

11.0  1 

13.0 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 
per  1,000  ... 

0.2 

0,1 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.2 

Death  Rate  from 
Phthisis  per  1,000 

2.2 

0.0 

0.6 

0.0 

0.0 

0.2 

Death  Rate  from 
Respiratory  Diseases 
per  1,000  

0.2 

0.4 

0.1 

0.5 

1.1 

0.2 

Senile  Mortality — 
Deaths  at  65  years 
and  over  as  percent- 
age of  Nett  Deaths 

46.0 

61.0 

50.6 

58.0 

62.0 

59.0 
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BIRTHS 


("Legitimate  Total 
(.Illegitimate  „ 


51 — Males  28,  Females  23  ) Birth  Rate 

3—  „ 2,  „ lj  10. 


DEATHS  69 — Males  30,  Females  39.  Death  Rate  13. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth — 

Nil. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  1925  call  for  little  comment. 

The  corrected  Census  Returns  show  that  the  population  in 
Haywards  Heath  was  as  follows  :■ — 

Census  1901 — 3,731  persons. 

„ 1911—4,851 

„ 1921 — 5,091  „ 2,117  Males,  2,974  Females. 

There  were  5.5  persons  per  acre  and  1,122  private  families  and 
1.4  rooms  per  person. 

Three  Deaths  were  registered  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
— 2 Premature  Birth,  1 Bronchitis. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  4.6  per  1,000  Births. 

The  chief  Causes  of  Death  were  Cancer  10,  Heart  Disease  13, 
Bronchitis  1,  Pneumonia  7,  Suicide  1. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  District  show  that  the  Birth  Rate  is 
falling  rapidly,  while  the  Death  Rate  has  slightly  increased.  It  is 
higher  than  this  rate  has  been  for  the  past  10  years. 

Pneumonia,  Heart  Disease,  Apoplexy  and  Cancer  are  the  chief 
causes  of  deaths.  Three  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred 
among  persons  living  in  the  District,  but  away  from  the  District  when 
taken  ill.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  or  Death  Rate  of  Children 
under  one  year  of  age  varies  somewhat  considerably  each  year.  The 
causes  of  deaths  of  infants  were  Premature  Births  and  Bronchitis. 


COMPARATIVE 

RATES. 

Birth  Rate. 

Nett 

Death  Rate. 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate. 

...  18.3 

12.2 

75 

...  10 

13 

46 

England  and  Wales 
Haywards  Heath 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diseases. 

Total. 

Removed  to  Total 

Hospital.  Deaths. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

1 

Nil. 

Pneumonia 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — Males  2, 
Females  3 

5 

M.  1,  F.  2. 

M.  1,  F.  2 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0 

Nil. 

Nil. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING. 

General — Nursing  Association. 

Mid  wives — 2. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre — Private  (U.D.C.  subscribe  .£10 
per  annum). 

HOSPITALS. 

Tuberculosis — By  County,  Darvell  Bank,  Robertsbridge. 

Fever — By  arrangement  with  Cuckfield  R.D.C.  at  Dean’s  Farm 
Hospital,  Hurstpierpoint. 

Smallpox — Conjoint  Hospital  at  Sedgebrook,  Plumpton. 

For  Venereal  Diseases — At  Tunbridge  Wells,  Brighton,  and 
Hastings  Hospitals. 

For  Accidents — Local  Hospital. 

Ambulance — At  Dean’s  Farm  Hospital,  and  at  Smallpox  Hospital, 
Plumpton. 

Red  Cross  Ambulance  available. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  M.O.H.  examines  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens. 

Four  Swabs  from  Throats  examined — 2 Positive,  2 Negative. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  supplied.  Stock  kept  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  & REGULATIONS 
RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  in  force  in  the  District. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907  ...  Adopted  1909 

Bye-Laws — Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  „ 1885 

„ — Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  „ — 

„ — New  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  „ 1885  & 1896 

Regulations — Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  „ 1899 

The  Model  Bye-Laws  relating  to  Slaughter-houses  were  adopted  by 
Council.  The  Clauses  with  regard  to  Slaughtering  of  Animals  with 
Humane  Killer  were  included.  The  new  method  works  well  and 
Butchers  do  not  object. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Work. 


No.  of  Visits  made  to  Houses  and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  250 

„ Nuisances  Found  and  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

„ Houses  Found  Defective  and  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  15 

„ Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ Letters  Written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

„ Drains  Inspected  and  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

„ Houses  Disinfected...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

„ Visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  10 

„ Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Four  Slaughter-houses,  frequently  visited,  in  good  order. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspected  in  the  Slaughter-houses  and  Shops  and 
in  the  Market. 

Bakehouses — 1 underground,  5 others — in  good  sanitary  state. 
DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  by  means  of  spraying  with  Formalin  Solution. 
Clothing  removed  to  Steam  Disinfector  at  Dean’s  Fsirm  Hospital. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

M.O.H.,  whole  time,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  Highway  Surveyor  and  Building 
Surveyor,  qualified  by  Examination  R.S.I. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  SURVEY. 


The  District  is  particularly  favoured  from  its  natural  formation  of 
fine  scenery  due  to  its  hills  and  valleys.  The  climate  is  equable  and  air 
bracing.  The  subsoil  consists  of  Tunbridge  Wells  Sands  and  Ashdown 
Sands  of  the  Hastings  Beds  of  the  Weald en  series.  There  are  many 
trees  with  good  foliage.  The  rainfall  is  not  excessive.  With  good 
roads  well  drained  and  with  sharp  gradients  the  rain  is  quickly  carried 
off.  The  character  of  the  District  has  not  altered  during  the  past  five 
years,  and  the  social  conditions  are  the  same 

There  are  many  good  residences,  also  shops  and  two  factories,  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  place.  Gas  is  in  use  for  lighting  the  streets  and 
houses  and  for  domestic  purposes. 

There  is  a much -appreciated  Local  Cottage  Hospital  and  several 
excellent  Schools. 

The  Recreation  Grounds  supply  the  needs  for  various  Sports. 

Water  Supply. — Most  of  the  houses  are  supplied  with  Water  from 
the  Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board,  under  constant  pressure.  The 
water  is  very  pure  and  plentiful  in  quantity. 

Sewerage. — All  houses  are  connected  to  sewers.  The  Sewage  is 
conducted  by  gravitation  to  40  acres  of  land  three  miles  distant,  where 
it  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation.  The  effluent  is  said  to  be  good.  All 
houses  have  water  closets. 

Scavenging. — House  Refuse  collected  weekly  and  disposed  of  by 
tipping. 

Housing. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  about  another  100 
Houses  are  wanted.  Fifty  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  1924 — 
1925  ; another  50  houses  are  to  be  erected  in  1926. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  added.  It  gives  an  excellent 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  District  and  the  work  carried  out  in 
connection  with  Food  Inspection,  and  is  in  every  way  an  excellent 
Report. 

In  conclusion,  please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy  extended 
to  me  during  the  past  year. 

I also  thank  the  Clerk  and  other  officials  of  the  Council  who 
have  assisted  me  in  my  work. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant,. 

HUGH  STOTT. 
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HAYWARDS  HEATH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1925. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
See  Report  of  M.O.H. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

See  Report  of  M.O.H. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — Constant  supply  from  the  Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water 
Board,  of  which  the  Council  is  one  of  the  constituent  Authorities. 
Practically  all  the  Population  is  supplied. 

Rivers. — Only  small  water  courses  or  ditches  in  the  District. 
No  pollution. 

Drainage. — Practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  are  drained 
to  sewers.  Drainage  gravitates  to  Sewerage  Works  three  miles 
distant,  where  it  is  treated  on  40  acres  of  land  by  broad  irrigation. 

Closet  Accommodation. — No  privies.  All  water  closets. 
Scavenging. — House  Refuse  removed  once  weekly.  Disposed 
of  by  tipping. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector' s Work. — 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Houses  and  Premises  ... 

„ Nuisances  Found  and  Abated  ... 

„ Houses  Found  Defective  and  Repaired 
„ Notices  Served  ...  ...  ... 

„ Letters  Written  ... 

„ Drains  Inspected  and  Tested 

„ Houses  Disinfected 
„ Visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
„ Complaints  Received 


250 

22 

15 

4 


40 

27 

10 

6 
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DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  by  means  of  Spraying  with  Formalin  Solution. 

Clothing  removed  to  Steam  Disinfector  at  Dean’s  Farm 
Hospital, 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  necessary  in  this  District. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Bye- 
Laws  or  Regulations. — No  houses  let  in  lodgings.  No  offensive 
trades.  No  hop-pickers.  No  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

Schools. — Two  Public  Elementary  Schools  and  several  Board- 
ing Schools.  Good  sanitary  condition. 

HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions. — About  another  100  Cottages 
are  wanted.  Fifty  Houses  were  erected  by  the  Council,  1924 — 
1925.  Another  50  houses  are  proposed  to  be  erected  1926. 

(2)  Overcrowding. — Not  to  any  serious  extent.  No  action 
required  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses. — Cottages  generally  in  very  good 
condition.  Very  little  old  property.  Defects  found  are  only  of  a 
minor  character. 

(4)  Unhealthy  Areas. — None. 

(5)  Bye-Lctivs  relating  to  Houses , to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings , 
and  to  Tents , Vans,  Sheds , &c. — (1)  No  Bye-Laws.  (2)  None 
required. 

(6)  General  and  Miscellaneous. — Haywards  Heath  is  a com- 
paratively new  town,  and  very  few  matters  arise  in  connection 
with  insanitary  properties. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

No.  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b ) 62 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  50 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  2 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  Inspected 
for  Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  Inspected  and 
Recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  H.C.R.,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

Work  completed. 
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(3)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  Sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  15 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

No.  of  Defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925 : — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  Declara- 
tions by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  Defects  to  be  remedied  ...  20 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  Defects  were 

remedied  after  Service  of  Formal  Notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  No.  of  Representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  having 

been  rendered  fit...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Questions  4 and  5...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — Milk  generally  of  good  quality.  No  action 
required  to  be  taken  re  Tuberculous  Milk. 

No.  of  Licences  Granted  for  Sale  of  Milk,  &c.  ...  ...  2 

Refusal  or  Revocation  of  Registration  of  Retailers,  or  of 

Licences  for  Graded  and  other  Milk  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Meat. — Meat  is  inspected  at  Slaughter  Houses.  During  1925 
five  carcases  were  condemned  and  destroyed.  Meat  disposed  of 
by  covering  with  tar  or  disinfectant  and  burying. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  would  only  apply  to 
Shops.  No  Stalls,  Stores,  or  Meat  carted  about. 

No  complaint  can  be  made  of  lack  of  cleanliness  in  the  local 
shops. 

No  Public  Slaughter  House. 

Registered — in  January,  1925...  1 in  December,  1925...  1 

Licensed  — „ „ ...  2 „ „ ...  2 


Total...  3 


3 


Other  Foods. — Bakehouses  in  District  frequently  visited  and 
in  good  condition. 


No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Smallpox  ... 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia  ... 


Total  Cases  Cases  Admitted 

Notified.  to  Hospital. 


5 

1 


1 

1 


GEORGE  PLUMMER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1925 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HAYWARDS  HEATH, 

On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories , Workshops  and  Workplaces , including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspector's  of 
Nuisances. — 


Factories  (including  Factory 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Laundries)  ... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  Laundries) 

30 

99 

„ 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

workers’  Premises) 

10 

99 

»» 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories , Workshops  and  Workplaces. — 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Defects 

Found. 

Defects 

Remedied. 

‘Defects 
Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecu. 

tions- 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Want  of  Ventilation 

2 

2 

99 

99 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

99 

99 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 
Sanitary  Accommodation — 

” 

99 

99 

99 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

99 

99 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

Nil 

Nil 

*9 

99 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes... 
Offences  under  the  Factory 

99 

99 

99 

99 

and  Workshop  Acts 

99 

3 

99 

3 

99 

Nil 

99 

Nil 

HUGH  STOTT, 

April  15th , 1926.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


